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In the tertiary education amid COVID-19, provision of
scholarship that covers free tution and other fees in state and
local universit ies and colleges and state-run technical-
vocational institutions thru UNIFAST (Unified Student Financial
Assistance System for Tertiary Education) was suspended that
affected the learning continuity of students especially those
from impoverished families.

The youth is the hope of the nation and nurturing them now
would define our future. Providing them education is a
foundation in building back better towards the new normal,
hence, it must continue and the issues and challenges delaying
this must be addressed. The youth and students are creating a
healthy platform of discourse, sharing of ideas, and
opportunities for collaboration with the goal of ensuring that no
learners are left behind especially in t imes of pandemic.

INTRODUCTION
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KEY MESSAGES

EDUCATION IS THE HARDLY HITEDUCATION IS THE HARDLY HITEDUCATION IS THE HARDLY HIT

SECTOR BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMICSECTOR BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMICSECTOR BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

The research results evidently showed that most students are not
ready to attend online/modular classes due to the digital divide,
lack of access to internet, loss of job and source of income of the
families, and the l ike.

ACCESS TO INTERNET IS STILL A HUGE PROBLEMACCESS TO INTERNET IS STILL A HUGE PROBLEMACCESS TO INTERNET IS STILL A HUGE PROBLEM

Prolonged school closures had brought the students psycho-social
issues exacerbated by home quarantine thus l imiting their daily
mobility within the home setting. The pandemic has also resulted in
paradigm shift of the teaching and learning process in the country.

MOST OF THE STUDENTS ARE NOT READY TOMOST OF THE STUDENTS ARE NOT READY TOMOST OF THE STUDENTS ARE NOT READY TO

ATTEND ONLINE/MODULAR CLASSESATTEND ONLINE/MODULAR CLASSESATTEND ONLINE/MODULAR CLASSES

Education is an important aspect corollary to the health crisis that
besieges our nation. The new normal aggravated and led greater
urgency to the already grave and overdue struggle of our higher
education sector. The case in point is the use of internet technology
to support flexible learning.

The CHED together with HEI will  be using flexible learning options
and Phil ippine CHED connect an online portal.  But the problem is
the access to internet and having the necessary equipment  to be
able to cope up with digital learning. Further, the  financial capacity
to avail it .  With economic condition of the families of our scholars
right now, this would be a problem. 
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THERE ARE UNJUST AND EXPENSIVE FEESTHERE ARE UNJUST AND EXPENSIVE FEESTHERE ARE UNJUST AND EXPENSIVE FEES

ESPECIALLY FROM HEIS.ESPECIALLY FROM HEIS.ESPECIALLY FROM HEIS.

The student councils of UE Maila, UE Caloocan, and UERM
established a coalit ion to refund the unused fees, reduce the tuition
fees and other miscellaneous fees, and reject all the unjustif iable
fees. They also published various appeals to CHED. It was pointed in
particular, the energy, laboratory, and other fees that the students
would not util ize since they would be attending online classes from
home.

Meanwhile, Atty. Estevez stated that Private HEIs has the freedom to
collect fees but of course it must be subjected for approval of CHED.
Therefore, we need to check if these fees are approved by CHED.
Further, he stressed that this issue has already been tackled by
CHED. We just need to wait for the official memorandum.

FREE HIGHER EDUCATION IS AUTOMATICALLYFREE HIGHER EDUCATION IS AUTOMATICALLYFREE HIGHER EDUCATION IS AUTOMATICALLY

GRANTED TO STUDENTS FROM SUCS. ON THE OTHERGRANTED TO STUDENTS FROM SUCS. ON THE OTHERGRANTED TO STUDENTS FROM SUCS. ON THE OTHER

HAND, STUDENTS NEED TO UNDERGO APPLICATIONHAND, STUDENTS NEED TO UNDERGO APPLICATIONHAND, STUDENTS NEED TO UNDERGO APPLICATION

PROCESS TO AVAIL TERTIARY EDUCATION SUBSIDYPROCESS TO AVAIL TERTIARY EDUCATION SUBSIDYPROCESS TO AVAIL TERTIARY EDUCATION SUBSIDY

Atty. Estevez stated that there are focal persons  lodged in all the
schools. The students just need to coordinate with them regarding
the application process. 

It was emphasized by Atty. Estevez that the CHED and UNIFAST
board will release a statement soon  through the CHED if we can
rechannel unused funds and other fees for flexible learning
necessities. 

They are continuously researching ways on how to cope up with
this challenging time. They are reviewing the laws governing
UNIFAST and CHED if there are issues with regards to the
legalit ies of rechanneling the unused budget.

THE RECHANNELING OF BUDGET FOR FLEXIBLE LEARNING ISTHE RECHANNELING OF BUDGET FOR FLEXIBLE LEARNING ISTHE RECHANNELING OF BUDGET FOR FLEXIBLE LEARNING IS
BEING TACKLED BY THE CHED AND UNIFAST BOARD.BEING TACKLED BY THE CHED AND UNIFAST BOARD.BEING TACKLED BY THE CHED AND UNIFAST BOARD.
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MR. AUBREY GARGANERA

MODERATOR

Mr. Garganera delivered his
warm greetings to all the
honorable guests, students,
and participants both from
the Facebook Live and Zoom
meeting. 

He also laid down a brief
background regarding the
webinar.  He emphasized
that:

RECLAIMING THE POWER AND CONTINUOUSRECLAIMING THE POWER AND CONTINUOUSRECLAIMING THE POWER AND CONTINUOUS

MOBILIZATION FROM THE YOUTH SECTORMOBILIZATION FROM THE YOUTH SECTORMOBILIZATION FROM THE YOUTH SECTOR

CAN LEAD TO THE CHANGE IN THECAN LEAD TO THE CHANGE IN THECAN LEAD TO THE CHANGE IN THE

COMMUNITY AND THE NATION.COMMUNITY AND THE NATION.COMMUNITY AND THE NATION.

Afterwards,  Mr. Garganera gave the floor to Mr. Jonero Dacula,
President of the Sentral na Konseho ng Mag-aaral - Polytechnic
University of the Phil ippines, for his presentation of a brief
introduction about the webinar.

Secretary General, PUP Sentral na Konseho ng Mag-aaral
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MR. JONERO DACULA

Introduction

Mr. Dacula sent the warmest
gratitude of the student  sector for
giving them the opportunity to
conduct the webinar. 

He stated that the vast majority of
the participants were well-diverse. It
was composed of representatives
from the education sector, education
advocates, private universit ies, state
universit ies and colleges, mostly
scholars from the Polytechnic
University of the Phil ippines.

President, PUP Sentral na Konseho ng Mag-aaral

The right to education is aThe right to education is aThe right to education is a    

BASIC FUNDAMENTAL human right.BASIC FUNDAMENTAL human right.BASIC FUNDAMENTAL human right.

Everyone should have an inclusive access to it .  He stressed that
it has been an assured international call in the Goal 4 of the
Sustainable Development Goals of the UN, and under the
UNESCO Delor’s Benchmark

However, he said that with the drastic effects of the on-going
worldwide crisis caused by COVID-19 Pandemic, it  had already
taken a toil ing effect primarily in the education sector.
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MAY CINCO
The vulnerable sectors at most faces the challenges and
compressed situation wherein they have no other choice but to
adapt and set forth the requirements needed for the new normal
condition under the education paradigm.

THE PHILIPPINE EDUCATIONALTHE PHILIPPINE EDUCATIONALTHE PHILIPPINE EDUCATIONAL

LANDSCAPE IS NOT YET READYLANDSCAPE IS NOT YET READYLANDSCAPE IS NOT YET READY

WITH THE ONLINE SYSTEM OFWITH THE ONLINE SYSTEM OFWITH THE ONLINE SYSTEM OF

LEARNING.LEARNING.LEARNING.

But as the saying goes by, we are striving ,  we are
trying to prepare ourselves.

However, Mr. Dacula stated that we must put into context that
our resil ience should not be a factor to exploit and disregard our
demands.  

In addition, he shared that the webinar was devised in such a way
that we deliver the current situation of our Fil ipino youth. In a
way that we can engage to policy-crafting and recommendations.

Lastly, he challenged the youth to reflect on the current
situation, assess the material conditions on the grounds, and
open their eyes to the existence of the reality.
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PROF. FLORA C. ARELLANO

Welcome Remarks
President, E-Net Philippines

Prof. Arellano graced the opening
ceremony by delivering her welcome
remarks. She stated that E-Net
Phil ippines is grateful to have
distinguished public servants and
officials of our government as
resource speakers in the webinar. 

The COVID-19 pandemic really
changed the course of our l ives. It
has profound effects on education,
safety, and well-being of our
students and teachers.

EDUCATION IS THE HARDLY HITEDUCATION IS THE HARDLY HITEDUCATION IS THE HARDLY HIT

SECTOR BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMICSECTOR BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMICSECTOR BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Prolonged school closures had brought the students psycho-social
issues exacerbated by home quarantine thus l imiting their daily
mobility within the home setting. The pandemic has also resulted in
paradigm shift of the teaching and learning process in the country.

The CHED together with HEI will  be using flexible learning options
and Phil ippine CHED connect an online portal.  But she stated that
the problem is the access to internet and having the necessary
equipment to be able to cope up with digital learning. Further, the
financial capacity to avail it .  With economic condition of the families
of our scholars right now, this would be a problem. She also
stressed that provision of scholarships through UNIFAST were
suspended. 
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To highlight the voice of the youth and students during the
pandemic and discuss their situation and challenges when it
comes to learning;

 To determine what is the legislative support of the Congress in
terms of accessible, equitable and inclusive implementation of
Learning Continuity Plan in higher education especially in the
Marginalized, Excluded and Vulnerable Sector;

 To discuss with CHED the implementation aspect of the
Government Subsidy Program in the context of the Learning
Continuity Plan for SUCs students in ensuring the access to
learning resources, the delivery of flexible learning modalit ies
and ensuring quality learning of the students; and

 To come up with recommendations on government tertiary
education agenda in   during this pandemic and beyond and
explore areas of engagement between government,   youth
organizations and other education stakeholders.

She also discussed the objectives of the webinar as follows:

Afterwards, Prof.  Arellano emphazised that E-Net Phil ippines is
will ing to collaborate with the government in working and enriching
its policy development in higher and technical vocational education,
in achieving the SDGs especially SDG 4, and in promoting inclusive
and equitable quality education and lifelong learning opportunities
for all .  
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Hon. Joel Villanueva commended E-Net Phil ippines and all its 130
civil society organizations and partners. He stressed that the
unshakable commitment of E-Net Phil ippines in progressively
reforming the Phil ippine Education System is, indeed, laudable. 

He shared some of his legislative accomplishments and proposal to
help our education system transition to the new normal. Even before
COVID-19, the Senate Committee on Higher, Technical and
Vocational Education has been working tirelessly to provide more
and better educational and employment opportunities for the
Fil ipino youth.

He supported the Free Tuition Law and played significant role to
increase participation rate in tertiary education from all socio-
economic classes. He also pushed for the passage of the First Time
Job Seekers Assistance Act. He was the principal author of the said
Act. Further, he also championed the passage of Phil ippine
Qualif ications Framework Act to encourage lifelong learning among
Filipinos. 

HON. JOEL VILLANUEVA
Chair, Senate Committee on Higher, Technical 

and Vocational Education
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He believed that COVID-19 cannot impede or interrupt the efforts
and init iatives of the senate committee. He stressed that we can
surely turn the pandemic into an opportunity if we are ready to take
up the challenge. We have to act with definit ive urgency to hasten
our progress because the issues that we seek to resolve have now
become life and death concerns of the Fil ipinos.

Education is an important aspect corollary to the health crisis that
besieged our nation. The new normal has aggravated and led
greater urgency to the already grave and overdue struggle of our
higher education sector. The case in point is the use of internet
technology to support flexible learning. 

The recent survey of the Phil ippines Association of State
Universit ies and Colleges shows that only 34% of students from
SUCs has access to internet. 

Fortunately, he was able to lay down some fundamentals before the
pandemic such as Work From home Act and Free Internet in Public
Spaces Act. He have already reached out to the DICT to enhance
free wifi  hotspots in public areas to ensure that the connection may
also be accessible to students in nearby private higher educational
institutions.

He also championed the 3 bill ion fund under the Bayanihan 2 to
develop smart campuses SUCs and 1 bill ion fund for training for
work scholarship program and special training for emergency
employment program of TESDA. Further, he was able to fast track
several legislative proposals during the community quarantine such
as the proposed medical scholarship and return service program for
deserving Fil ipino students in regions where there are no schools of
medicine.

HIGIT KAILANMAN NGAYON PO NATIN MASHIGIT KAILANMAN NGAYON PO NATIN MASHIGIT KAILANMAN NGAYON PO NATIN MAS

KAILANGAN ANG IISANG GALAW AT MASKAILANGAN ANG IISANG GALAW AT MASKAILANGAN ANG IISANG GALAW AT MAS

NAGKAKAISANG PAGTUGON SA NEWNAGKAKAISANG PAGTUGON SA NEWNAGKAKAISANG PAGTUGON SA NEW

NORMAL EDUCATIONNORMAL EDUCATIONNORMAL EDUCATION    
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Mr.  Onera discussed the survey results of PNU students
will ingness and preparedness on the supposed opening of
classes this August.

MR. CHRISTIAN G. ONERA
Former Vice Chairperson

University Student Council - Philippine Normal University
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Mr.  Onera stressed that most of the students are not will ing and
ready to attend online/modular classes,
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Mr.  Onera gathered news articles regarding the readiness of
students from SUCs for online classes.
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Mr.  Onera emphasized the goverment should allot more
resources for SUCs because most classes would be shifting from
online during the Corona virus pandemic.
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PNU Response to the challenges broughtPNU Response to the challenges broughtPNU Response to the challenges brought
by the pandemic to the institutionby the pandemic to the institutionby the pandemic to the institution
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MS. MARIELLA JOVEL R. TOLEDO
Vice President

College of Arts and Sciences Student Council 
- University of the East

Ms. Toledo stressed that no one expected this pandemic to happen.
She said that last summer, they have conducted summer online
classes even though they are against it because of their doubt in the
readiness of the students to participate. However, the online
summer classes became a benchmark and simulation of the flexible
learning.

Meanwhile, she enumerated seven dilemmas of students from the
higher education institutions:
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Ms. Toledo also presented the tuition and other fees increase every
year. She shared that it is very controversial and unjustif iable
especially in this t ime of pandemic.

Before the opening of  school year 2020-2021, the UE administration
gathered all the student councils of UE Manila and UE Caloocan,
College Deans, stakeholders, Chief Academic Officer etc. to have a
dialogue regarding the issue.
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She stressed that all of these fees are unjust and really expensive.
She pointed in particular, the energy fee that the students would
not util ize since they would be attending online classes from
home.

The student councils of UE Manila, UE Caloocan, and UERM
established a coalit ion to refund the unused fees, reduce the
tuition fees and other miscellaneous fees, and reject all the
unjustif iable fees. They also published various appeals to CHED.

Meanwhile, the students also championed many init iatives such as
fund-raising drives, Open Tab Project, and the l ike.

She  emphasized that the students are call ing out the Phil ippine
Government to address and resolve the issues especially on the
internet access.
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HON. SEARY ANNE BALLICUD
Student Regent

University of Eastern Philippines

She  emphasized that the first and foremost common concern of the
students is the weak or no internet connection and IT infrastructure.
More so, in the UEP, there are places that the only strongest
network cnnectivity one can avail is only for calls or text messages.
Connecting to internet is really challenging. The electricity is also a
huge problem since it is only powered by generator.
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She also presented the projects of UEP Student Council :

She stressed that most of the students in the provincial SUCs
cannot afford smartphones and other devices necessary in
attending online classes. She also enumerated other concerns
of the students as follows:

Meanwhile, the UEP Administration has also pledged to
provide laptops and internet connection to each
Municipal Links that students can use. However, since
then, the USC did not receive updates from the
administration regarding the said pledge to the
students.
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ATTY. RYAN L. ESTEVEZ
OIC Executive Director

Unified Financial Assistance System for Tertiary Education

Atty. Estevez presented the programs of UNIFAST. One of which
is the Free Higher Education. The Memorandum of Agreement
Signing between the Commission on Higher Education (CHED)
and 112 State Universit ies and Colleges (SUCs) and 78 Local
Universit ies and Colleges (LUCs) was held at Rizal Hall,
Malacañang June 13, 2018.
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He enumerated the qualif ications for students to avail of free
higher education as follows:

The benefits of free higher education were also enumerated.

He also discussed the Tertiary Education Subsidy. It is a subsidy
to support at least the partial cost of tertiary education, inclusive
of education-related expenses. 
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He also briefly discussed the qualif ications for students to avail
of tertiary education subsidy.

The benefits of tertiary education subsidy are as follows:

Atty. Estevez also discussed the priorit ization category that is
subject to availabil ity of funds:
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The short and long-term loans to support tertiary education,
including medicine and law, and other graduate programs. The
qualif ications and benefits are:

The Free Technical-Vocational Education and Training is
implemented by the Technical Education and Skills Development
Authority (TESDA). It  exempts learners of TVET programs from
paying fees in State-Run Technical-Vocational Institutions (TVIs)
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He briefly discussed the qualif ications for students to avail of
Free Technical-Vocational Education and Training:

Atty. Estevez also presented the updates on RA 10931 Programs.

The benefits of Free Technical-Vocational Education and
Training are as follows:
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Atty. Estevez stressed that they are  PUSHING FOR INCLUSION
in the Listahanan 3.0 the (1) Indigenous Peoples, (2) Persons
with Disabil ity, and (3) Dependents of Rebel Returnees.

The UniFAST is also establishing systems and guidelines in
ensuring equity in the distribution of f inancial assistance. In
addition, the UniFAST is working on the StuFAP harmonization
process as provided under Section 5 of R.A. No. 10687
(Assessment and impact evaluation of government StuFAPs).
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From University of the East, Mr. Gino:

QUESTION AND ANSWERQUESTION AND ANSWERQUESTION AND ANSWER

Tama po ba na ipasa sa mga estudyante ang mgaTama po ba na ipasa sa mga estudyante ang mgaTama po ba na ipasa sa mga estudyante ang mga
energy fees? (Private schools UE)energy fees? (Private schools UE)energy fees? (Private schools UE)

ANSWER:   "Ang private school po ay may freedom to collect
fees but of course it is subject for approval of CHED. Let us
check if these fees are approved by CHED. Siguro i-clear natin
ito sa UE kung bakit sila nag-increase ng fees."

From Holy Angel University, Ms. Clarice:

ANSWER:  "Pinag-uusapan na ng CHED kung paano ma-u-util ize
ang laboratory fees na hindi na natin magagamit ngayon. Let's
just wait for the official memorandum."

Ano po ang dapat namin gawin as student councilsAno po ang dapat namin gawin as student councilsAno po ang dapat namin gawin as student councils
para sa appeal namin sa laboratory fees?para sa appeal namin sa laboratory fees?para sa appeal namin sa laboratory fees?

Follow up: Hindi po ba dapat may inervention angFollow up: Hindi po ba dapat may inervention angFollow up: Hindi po ba dapat may inervention ang
CHED sa ganitong usapin?CHED sa ganitong usapin?CHED sa ganitong usapin?

ANSWER:   "Dapat may consultation yan sa stakeholders. It  is
incumbent upon the private HEI to have stakeholders
consultation sa pag-increase ng fees. Tingnan ninyo kung may
consultation na nangyari .  "

with ATTY. RYAN L. ESTEVEZwith ATTY. RYAN L. ESTEVEZwith ATTY. RYAN L. ESTEVEZ
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From University of the East, Ms. Searry:

Ano po ang puwedeng gawin ng SUCs and Private HEIsAno po ang puwedeng gawin ng SUCs and Private HEIsAno po ang puwedeng gawin ng SUCs and Private HEIs
to look after the mental health of the students?to look after the mental health of the students?to look after the mental health of the students?

ANSWER:  " I  may not be in the position to answer this."

MS. FLORA ARELLANO: "Siguro magkaroon din ng consultation
with the guidance and if the guidance office cannot resolve
issues l ike depression. Probably the guidance office can refer to
a medical practit ioner. Kasi kung depression ay caused by
mental i l lness, baka kailangan na ng intervention ng psychiatrist
and medical practit ioner. Yan ang alamin natin sa schools natin
if they have a functional medical clinic and guidance center."

ATTY. RYAN L. ESTEVEZ: "Yes kasi binabayaran niyo yan you
have the right to demand."

From Phil ippine Normal University, Ms. Julie Ann Rafael:

ANSWER:   "Time and again, ang emphasis na sinasabi ng CHED
ay hindi lang po siya online lang talaga. It is flexible learning. It
can be a combination of modular learning, online or l imited
face-to-face for those that are puwede naman mag-face to
face. Yes we know the situation of the students, but again, isa
sa mga hakbang ng CHED is to assess muna ng school. The
school should assess their readiness to open classes. Nagiging
flexible tayo.  Depende talaga sa readiness ng school."

Mula po sa lahat ng datos na nabanggit, kitang-kita po natinMula po sa lahat ng datos na nabanggit, kitang-kita po natinMula po sa lahat ng datos na nabanggit, kitang-kita po natin
ang kalagayan ng mga estudyante patungkol sa kanilangang kalagayan ng mga estudyante patungkol sa kanilangang kalagayan ng mga estudyante patungkol sa kanilang

kahandaan sa new normal education, paano po natinkahandaan sa new normal education, paano po natinkahandaan sa new normal education, paano po natin
masisigurado ang kalidad ng edukasyon lalo na sa mgamasisigurado ang kalidad ng edukasyon lalo na sa mgamasisigurado ang kalidad ng edukasyon lalo na sa mga

naninirahan sa probinsya at mga isla kahit na modular angnaninirahan sa probinsya at mga isla kahit na modular angnaninirahan sa probinsya at mga isla kahit na modular ang
pinili  nilang pamamaraan? Mayroon po bang konkretongpinili  nilang pamamaraan? Mayroon po bang konkretongpinili  nilang pamamaraan? Mayroon po bang konkretong
plano para sa kanila bukod sa pamimigay ng modules?plano para sa kanila bukod sa pamimigay ng modules?plano para sa kanila bukod sa pamimigay ng modules?
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From PUP - Alfonso, Mr. Nathan:

What can we possibly do with practical based coursesWhat can we possibly do with practical based coursesWhat can we possibly do with practical based courses
most especially those that requires physical contact?most especially those that requires physical contact?most especially those that requires physical contact?
May re-assessment po ba ng current curriculum? MayMay re-assessment po ba ng current curriculum? MayMay re-assessment po ba ng current curriculum? May
pag-a-adjust po ba kasi it needs physical contact andpag-a-adjust po ba kasi it needs physical contact andpag-a-adjust po ba kasi it needs physical contact and

we're on online classes?we're on online classes?we're on online classes?

ANSWER:   " Isa sa pinakamalaking binabayaran ng UNIFAST ay
PUP. Because they have more than 70,000 students. Yan po ay
libreng tuition and other school fees. Siguro po ang sinasabi ni
Mr. Nathan ay itong slots sa CHED Merit Scholarships and other
Scholarship grants na binibigay ng other agencies.

But as far as UNIFAST is concerned, lahat po ay covered. Wala
po kayong binabayaran sa PUP. Yan po ay binabayaran ng
program ng UNIFAST na binigay sa atin ng gobyerno"

About sa UNIFAST CHED financial assistance kung limitedAbout sa UNIFAST CHED financial assistance kung limitedAbout sa UNIFAST CHED financial assistance kung limited
lang po ba ang slots nito sa SUCs? Kasi po nitong mgalang po ba ang slots nito sa SUCs? Kasi po nitong mgalang po ba ang slots nito sa SUCs? Kasi po nitong mga

nakaraang taon, limited lang ang slots sa university namin.nakaraang taon, limited lang ang slots sa university namin.nakaraang taon, limited lang ang slots sa university namin.

From PUP Sto. Tomas Batangas, Mr. Anthony:

ANSWER:   "Ang curriculum adjustment for SUCs ay basically
CHED concern .  But kailangan natin maghintay sa school. Kung
ano ang kanilang way ng implementation ng kanilang
curriculum considering the situation that we have. Tit ingan yan
ng school kung papaano nila masosolusyonan ang problemang
ito."
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There are 424 CSMP grantees whose scholarship are inThere are 424 CSMP grantees whose scholarship are inThere are 424 CSMP grantees whose scholarship are in
danger of being revoked due to the pass all or massdanger of being revoked due to the pass all or massdanger of being revoked due to the pass all or mass

promotion policy implemented in their respective HEIs inpromotion policy implemented in their respective HEIs inpromotion policy implemented in their respective HEIs in
which this policy is the most humane response and due towhich this policy is the most humane response and due towhich this policy is the most humane response and due to

inaccessibility of online classes on top of the numerousinaccessibility of online classes on top of the numerousinaccessibility of online classes on top of the numerous
concerns from the previous semester when the lockdownconcerns from the previous semester when the lockdownconcerns from the previous semester when the lockdown

was imposed.was imposed.was imposed.

What is the concrete plan of CHED UNIFAST with regards toWhat is the concrete plan of CHED UNIFAST with regards toWhat is the concrete plan of CHED UNIFAST with regards to
these grantees so that they will still be included andthese grantees so that they will still be included andthese grantees so that they will still be included and

retained under the scholarship program?retained under the scholarship program?retained under the scholarship program?

Because Ateneo de Naga and La Salle Dasma alreadyBecause Ateneo de Naga and La Salle Dasma alreadyBecause Ateneo de Naga and La Salle Dasma already
clarified that they did not implement an all pass policyclarified that they did not implement an all pass policyclarified that they did not implement an all pass policy

instead they have a separate and unique grading system.instead they have a separate and unique grading system.instead they have a separate and unique grading system.
However mayroon pa ring mga schools na nagpasa ng massHowever mayroon pa ring mga schools na nagpasa ng massHowever mayroon pa ring mga schools na nagpasa ng mass

promotion policies, ipinapasa sa estudyante ang burden duepromotion policies, ipinapasa sa estudyante ang burden duepromotion policies, ipinapasa sa estudyante ang burden due
to non numerical grades given to them.to non numerical grades given to them.to non numerical grades given to them.

Ano ang possible intervention ni CHED UNIFAST paraAno ang possible intervention ni CHED UNIFAST paraAno ang possible intervention ni CHED UNIFAST para
makasama pa rin ang grantees na ito?makasama pa rin ang grantees na ito?makasama pa rin ang grantees na ito?

From PUP Student Regent, Hon. Ellenor Bartolome:

ANSWER:   "Actually, hindi siya masyadong concern ng
UNIFAST. We're talking about GRANTS .  Ang Merit Scholarships
ay for CHED ito.  Kasi nga naman, ano nga ba ang evidence ng
estudyante na na-maintain niya ang general weighted average?
Paano ang computation kung walang numerical grade?

But for UNIFAST, hindi siya masyadong concern. Kasi ang
requirement lang ng UNIFAST is that hindi lang siya dapat
matanggal sa program niya .  So if  PASS  yan, you are still
included as a beneficiary .  Siguro magkakaproblema ka talaga
dito kapag CHED Merit Scholarship. Pinapa-review na po natin
yan."
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With regards to the budget, puwede po bang i-rechannel forWith regards to the budget, puwede po bang i-rechannel forWith regards to the budget, puwede po bang i-rechannel for
flexible learning, like field trip and tours budget ng iba'tflexible learning, like field trip and tours budget ng iba'tflexible learning, like field trip and tours budget ng iba't
ibang universities na ma-convert and re-channel to theibang universities na ma-convert and re-channel to theibang universities na ma-convert and re-channel to the

printing of modules, internet allowance of students, to copeprinting of modules, internet allowance of students, to copeprinting of modules, internet allowance of students, to cope
up with the flexible learning?up with the flexible learning?up with the flexible learning?

ANSWER:   "So as I 've said, itong Free Higher Education ay
automatic na sa SUCs students. For the Tertiary Education
subsidy, yan po ay inaapply through the school. Mayroon tayong
Focal Persons to the school. Yan po ay online na rin. Makipag-
coordinate tayo sa focal persons ng school in applying for the
test.  Also for Student Load Program, online rin po yan. No need to
go to the schools to submit application. Just call student services
of the school where the focal persons are lodged. "

How can we intervene to Private HEIs to revisit their systemHow can we intervene to Private HEIs to revisit their systemHow can we intervene to Private HEIs to revisit their system
of collection of fees. Will it be possible to release aof collection of fees. Will it be possible to release aof collection of fees. Will it be possible to release a

memorandum from CHED to remove fees that do not reflectmemorandum from CHED to remove fees that do not reflectmemorandum from CHED to remove fees that do not reflect
the needs of the students such as laboratory fees and re-the needs of the students such as laboratory fees and re-the needs of the students such as laboratory fees and re-

assess what really are the needed ones?assess what really are the needed ones?assess what really are the needed ones?

ANSWER:  "Right now, pinag-uusapan pa rin po namin yan. The CHED
and UNIFAST board will come up with a statement. Inaaral po natin
kung paano tayo magco-cope up sa changing times. Nagkaroon ng
pagbabago sa sitwasyon natin. May pandemya at may mga items sa
miscellaneous fees na hindi magagamit.  Siyempre tinit ingnan namin
ang batas na nag-go-govern sa UNIFAST and CHED kung puwede
nating gawin ito.

We will soon release a statement through CHED if we can use this
funds and other fees para magamit sa flexible learning activities."

What would be your considerations whether or not to acceptWhat would be your considerations whether or not to acceptWhat would be your considerations whether or not to accept
an application given the current situations. Will it be purelyan application given the current situations. Will it be purelyan application given the current situations. Will it be purely
online transaction or we need to go to certain offices pa po?online transaction or we need to go to certain offices pa po?online transaction or we need to go to certain offices pa po?

ANSWER:   "Siguro maganda is sumulat tayo sa CHED if gusto niyo
talaga mag-intervene for clarif ication on this matter because they
are Private HEIs so l imited ang aming masasagot ng UNIFAST
diyan other than recommending students to write to CHED."
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AWARDING OF CERTIFICATE
to Atty. Ryan L. Estevez

OIC Executive Director, UNIFAST
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PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
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HON. ELLENOR JOYCE BARTOLOME

Synthesis

Student Regent
Polytechnic University of the Philippines System

Hon. Bartolome stressed 4 major
points namely: (1) Technical, (2)
Economical (3)  Practical and, (4)
Financial approach in order to
make Tertiary Education a STRONG
AND UNBREAKABLE  Foundation in
Building and ESTABLISHING A
Better Normal in SCHOOLS AND
UNIVERSITIES.

There is a need to understand that students and teachers have
different socio-economic status. We cannot impose to them
inconsiderate policies. She stressed that at the end, we should ask
ourselves, do we really achieve a fair,  equal, and quality
education for imposing such? Second, we can create policies that
cuts across the student concerns and their families welfare.  We
need to campaign for tuit ion fee freeze and discounts to Private
HEIs. 

Technical

Economical

She emphasized that it is not an alienable fact to us that the
problem of the New Normal Academic Condition is not only
limited to the burden of the HEI but l ies on the coherence of
policy and coordination together with all of the NGAs. We should
establish a coordination with the National Telecommunications so
as to inaccessibil ity of internet. 

She also said that we can possibly launch a campaign that will
push for the passage of 50% discount allocation to subscriptions
in prepaid load until  it  become completely free to teachers and
students.
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She also said that we need to introduce coherent policy reforms
not only in education but integrated in Strategic Plan and
Phil ippine Development Plan. We should establish and boost our
own economy by creating strategic l ine industries and from there,
we need to fix the curriculum. 

Practical

Sa parte naman ng ating mga kaguruan,Sa parte naman ng ating mga kaguruan,Sa parte naman ng ating mga kaguruan,

dapat tiyakin ng pamahalaan na walangdapat tiyakin ng pamahalaan na walangdapat tiyakin ng pamahalaan na walang

guro o empleyado ang matatanggal oguro o empleyado ang matatanggal oguro o empleyado ang matatanggal o

mababawasan ng benepisyo dahil samababawasan ng benepisyo dahil samababawasan ng benepisyo dahil sa

pandemya, bagkus dapat ay tiyakin napandemya, bagkus dapat ay tiyakin napandemya, bagkus dapat ay tiyakin na

walang maiwanan at malaglag pa sawalang maiwanan at malaglag pa sawalang maiwanan at malaglag pa sa

laylayan ng lipunan.laylayan ng lipunan.laylayan ng lipunan.

Financial

It  is necessary to have concrete fiscal policies. The 6% GNP is the
global standard percentage that should be allocated for
Education. According to United Nations Delor’s Benchmark, it  is
the ideal percentage from the NATIONAL BUDGET that we should
should util ize and maximize.

We do not stick with one approach kayaWe do not stick with one approach kayaWe do not stick with one approach kaya

dapat flexible at yung mga incosideratedapat flexible at yung mga incosideratedapat flexible at yung mga incosiderate

policies should not be entertained.policies should not be entertained.policies should not be entertained.
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She also stated that there's a need to highlight that amidst the
pandemic, fund for research is vital .  The scientif ic method and
approach in educational system especially in the curriculum.

In conclusion, there should be No Student Left Behind amidst the
challenging time.

Together, we are all in fight for theTogether, we are all in fight for theTogether, we are all in fight for the

welfare of the students establishing andwelfare of the students establishing andwelfare of the students establishing and

creating a better normal for the all of thecreating a better normal for the all of thecreating a better normal for the all of the

University and all of the sector. KayaUniversity and all of the sector. KayaUniversity and all of the sector. Kaya

natin. Magagawa natin. Itatag natin angnatin. Magagawa natin. Itatag natin angnatin. Magagawa natin. Itatag natin ang

isang better normal lalo na sa sektor ngisang better normal lalo na sa sektor ngisang better normal lalo na sa sektor ng

edukasyon.edukasyon.edukasyon.    

The state more than ever must invest inThe state more than ever must invest inThe state more than ever must invest in

the youth for a better future not only ofthe youth for a better future not only ofthe youth for a better future not only of

the students but of the whole country.the students but of the whole country.the students but of the whole country.

Pag hindi natin ito ginawa, parang walaPag hindi natin ito ginawa, parang walaPag hindi natin ito ginawa, parang wala

na tayong natutunan sa pandemya.na tayong natutunan sa pandemya.na tayong natutunan sa pandemya.
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MR. JONERO DACULA

Closing Remarks

Mr. Dacula recognized all the
speakers and participants. He
expressed his sincerest gratitude
for the unity that has been shown
through the webinar.

He stressed that influx of
concrete policy recommendations
and reforms are expected to
happen. 

President, PUP Sentral na Konseho ng Mag-aaral

HINDI NATATAPOS SA WEBINARHINDI NATATAPOS SA WEBINARHINDI NATATAPOS SA WEBINAR

NA ITO ANG ATING CALL FOR ANNA ITO ANG ATING CALL FOR ANNA ITO ANG ATING CALL FOR AN

INCLUSIVE AND ACCESSIBLEINCLUSIVE AND ACCESSIBLEINCLUSIVE AND ACCESSIBLE

RIGHT TO TERTIARY EDUCATIONRIGHT TO TERTIARY EDUCATIONRIGHT TO TERTIARY EDUCATION

LALO PA'T NARITO TAYO'TLALO PA'T NARITO TAYO'TLALO PA'T NARITO TAYO'T

KINAKAHARAP NATIN ANG ISANGKINAKAHARAP NATIN ANG ISANGKINAKAHARAP NATIN ANG ISANG

GLOBAL CRISIS.GLOBAL CRISIS.GLOBAL CRISIS.


